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Sweden and Road Safety
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Road Safety and Agenda 2030

Annual road traffic deaths (in addition to greenhouse gas emissions) listed 

by UN as substantial challenges caused by unsustainable transport.

 Over 3,500 road deaths occur worldwide each day

 Over 1.35 million annual deaths

 Up to 50 million people injured or permanently disabled annually in road 

accidents

 90% of road traffic deaths occur in low and middle-income countries
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Road Safety: Considerations in Support of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (UN, 2017)

https://unctad.org/en/PublicationsLibrary/dtltlb2017d4_en.pdf
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Agenda 2030 Sustainable Development Goals
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Road Safety and Agenda 2030
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Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being 

for all at all ages 
Target 3.6: By 2020, halve the number of global deaths and injuries 

from road traffic accidents

Make cities and human settlements inclusive, 

safe, resilient & sustainable 
Target 11.2: By 2030, provide access to safe, affordable, accessible 

and sustainable transport systems for all, improving road safety, 

notably by expanding public transport, with special attention to the 

needs of those in vulnerable situations, women, children, persons 

with disabilities and older persons 



Road Safety and Agenda 2030: 

Sustainable transport

 Important for trade and the global economy

 Facilitates access to jobs and services

 Helps develop the economy and reduce poverty
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 Essential to achieving most SDGs:

 Food security

 Health

 Energy

 Infrastructure and cities

 Human settlements

 Climate change

 Requires cross-sector partnerships 

and strong institutions to achieve

Road Safety - Considerations in Support of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (UN, 2017)

https://unctad.org/en/PublicationsLibrary/dtltlb2017d4_en.pdf
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Political and commercial determinants 

of health and safety
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The Lancet-University of Oslo 

Commission on Global Governance

for Health



Evidence-based, multi-sectoral

solutions urgently needed
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 “No reductions in… road traffic deaths were observed 

in any low-income country…”

 “Enacting and enforcing legislation on key behavioural

risk factors…are critical components of an integrated 

strategy to prevent road traffic deaths…”

 “…not all new and used vehicles are required to 

implement internationally recognized safety 

standards…”

WHO Global Status Report on Road Safety 2018

https://www.who.int/violence_injury_prevention/road_safety_status/2018/en/


People-centered and design-focused innovation
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”World Class Streets: Remaking New York City's Public Realm”

Gehl Architects and Department of Transportation New York, 2014

New York City Times Square…before (2007) 
90% car space – 10% pedestrian space



”World Class Streets: Remaking New York City's Public Realm”

Gehl Architects and Department of Transportation New York, 2014

…and after (2009)

People-centered and design-focused innovation



From minimum safety standards to 

competition for customers
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Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation. 

http://www.healthdata.org/sweden
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Mortality caused by road traffic injury per 

100 000, Europe 2106

Courtesy of Gapminder
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Evidence-based solutions save lives

Prioritized areas:

 Speed management

 Leadership on road safety 

 Infrastructure design and 

improvement

 Vehicle safety standards 

 Enforcement of traffic laws 

 Survival after a crash
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Save LIVES - A road safety technical package. 

Geneva: World Health Organization; 2017. 



Evidence is needed to support

cross-sectoral, multistakeholder action

 Local, regional and national 

governments

 Civil society

 Healthcare

 Diverse sectors and professions

 Higher education

 Industry

Lancet 2014; 383: 630–67. Published Online February 11, 2014

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(13)62407-1



20



Our strategic choices
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Global

Engaged

Groundbreaking

KI shall approach 2030 as a groundbreaking, 

engaged, and global university.

KI’s Vision
We are advancing knowledge about life

and strive towards better health for all
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Societal challenges require 

evidence-based solutions that 

cross traditional boundaries

Agenda 2030 perspectives



Ole Petter Ottersen
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